Extravasation of liposomal daunorubicin in patients with AIDS-associated Kaposi's sarcoma: a report of four cases.
To report on four patients with AIDS-related Kaposi's sarcoma who were treated with liposomal daunorubicin (DaunoXome, NeXstar Pharmaceuticals, Inc., San Dimas, CA) as part of phase I/II and phase III clinical trials and who experienced extravasation during IV infusion. All patients were treated with ice as an immediate intervention. In addition, two patients received treatment with multiple subcutaneous injections of steroids. Two patients experienced erythema, swelling, and pain after the extravasation. Two patients who were treated aggressively reported erythema and swelling without pain. Three patients observed changes in the texture of their skin that was accompanied by decreased sensation, which developed after 8-16 weeks. These changes completely resolved in all patients receiving intervention after six months. None of the patients suffered tissue necrosis. Extravasation with liposomal daunorubicin is notable for the absence of tissue necrosis that typically is observed with anthracyclines. Long-term effects were limited to skin discoloration and decreased sensation, both of which resolved in all patients. The lack of observed skin necrosis with daunorubicin suggests a treatment advantage with a reduction in the required aggressive extravasation procedures for free anthracyclines as well as increased safety for the patient. Additional data is needed to confirm these observations.